




Pros
• MRI positivity is highly sensitive for presence of 

“significant” prostate cancer
– Sensitivity depends on definition (lower for GGG2)
– Not a test of MRI accuracy since no targeted biopsy
– However, presence of significant cancer does correlate 

with higher MRI risk scores (5>4>3)
– Might suggest that an abnormal MRI is a sign of cancer 

(field effect?) even if MRI lesion itself is not cancer
• Despite limitations, strong support that mpMRI can 

reduce biopsies by as much as 26%
• Transperineal mapping biopsies is a reasonable 

surrogate for whole mount radical prostatectomy 
(although not identical)


